Candida prosthetic infections: case series and literature review.
Candida prosthetic joint infections are considered to be rare. We retrospectively studied patients treated for Candida prosthetic infections between 1 January 1995 and 31 December 2007 in our infectious diseases department, a tertiary referral centre. We identified 7 patients, 4 with knee and 3 with hip prosthetic infections. The most frequent fungal agent was Candida albicans (4 cases), followed by Candida parapsilosis (2 cases) and Candida guillermondii (1 case). All the patients received antifungal treatment for a prolonged period. Five patients had their prosthesis removed and 3 had reimplantation, 1 patient was treated with debridement and prosthetic retention, and the last patient refused surgery. The mean follow-up time was 2.5 y. At the last evaluation, 3 patients were considered as cured, 3 patients presented a secondary bacterial infection leading to amputation for 2 of them, and 1 patient died from heart failure. During Candida prosthetic joint infections, the epidemiological characteristics and the location of the prosthesis are very similar to bacterial prosthetic infections. The benchmark antifungal therapies remain amphotericin B and/or fluconazole.